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Farmers' markets harvest students' interest 
Students in an anthropology course at Grand Valley are spending two days a week at area farmers' markets in addition to classrooms. 
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The ethnographic field school, coordinated by Russell Rhoads, associate professor of anthropology, is collaborating with two community partners: 
the Fulton Street Farmers' Market and the West Grand Neighborhood Organization. While the students focus on developing surveys and conducting 
interviews with vendors, farmers and consumers, they will also assess the organization and impact the markets have on their communities. 
The six-week study will end June 20 and provide a 
comparison of the two markets, one established and strong, 
the other new and still growing. 
"The WGNO received a Cool Cities Grant to revitalize the 
area with a stronger business presence," said Rhoads. 
He said Andrea Bardelmeier, the Turner Gateway/Cool 
Cities Project Manager and a leader of the WGNO, requested 
help. "One part of our study has students surveying existing 
businesses in the area and tracking if the addition of the 
farmers' market helps to increase their business as well," he 
said. 
Rhoads has facilitated three previous field school projects: 
the Holland Farmers Market in 2003; Exposure and Vision: a 
Latino Youth Photography in 2001; and Assimilation and 
Advocacy: Forging Identities in Hispanic Grand Rapids in 
1998. 
The current project was designed for students whose 
professional careers can benefit from practical experiences 
working in local communities, training in applied field 
research, and interests related to food, health, agriculture, Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
communications and community development. The 20 A vendor from Visser Farms li stens to advice from Russell Rhoads, while students Kate Monahan and Ty Falk take notes at 
the West Grand Neighborhood Organization Farmers' Market 
students in the class come from a wide range of backgrounds, 
with majors in anthropology, sociology, and dietetics, but also graphic design, philosophy and communications. 
West Michigan goes Hollywood 
GVSU Summer Film Project expands to feature-length 
The first feature-length film to be made by students at a Michigan university begins shooting this month in West Michigan. 
Grand Valley's Summer Film Project, "To Live and Die in Dixie," is drawing professional actors from Hollywood, Chicago, Detroit and Grand 
Rapids. The production crew of more than 60 students will work with four professionals, including Director John Harper Philbin from Grand Valley 
and Director of Photography Jack Anderson from Hollywood. 
"This is terrific," said Michigan Film Office Director Janet Lockwood. "While other, much larger, schools have programs in film theory, I consider 
Grand Valley to have the best true film program in Michigan." Lockwood gives a lot of credit to the determination of Philbin. "He has spent years 
seeing this project through to fruition," she said. 
Established in 1995, the GVSU Summer Film Project has offered junior and senior students in the 
School of Communications an opportunity to work side-by-side with professionals to produce a 30-
minute film in 12 weeks. Now in its 13th year, the project will produce its first ever feature-length 
motion picture. 
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Hollywood actor Scott Lowell, who plays Detective Bryant, is 
one of the many professional actors appearing in "To Live 
and Die in Dixie," GVSU's first feature-length film 
production. 
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The screenplay, written by distinguished novelist John Dufresne, a creative writing professor at Florida 
International University, and Donald Papy, a lawyer in Miami, is a true crime story about a murder on 
a college campus. 
Los Angeles actor Scott Lowell, best known for his lead role of Ted Schmidt in Showtime 's "Queer As 
Folk," plays the detective. Marcus Hendricks, a professional actor from Chicago, plays the killer 
Bowie. Heather Prete, who worked with Arthur Miller, plays Eve, the university secretary who 
becomes consumed by the murder case. Filming begins June 16. 
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Across Campus 
Mileage and per diem to change 
Effective July I, mileage reimbursement rates and meal per diems will be increased for Grand Valley faculty and staff members. 
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When traveling on university business mileage will be reimbursed at 48 .5 cents per mile. Per diem rates for meal reimbursement will be $35 for a full day 
(or $7/breakfast, $10/lunch, and $18/dinner). 
The new rates are effective for all travel that occurs after June 30. Travel between now and June 30 will be reimbursed at the previous rates (44.5 cents per 
mile or $32/day for meals), regardless of when reimbursement forms are submitted for payment. 
Questions can be directed to Kim Suber at x 12203. 
Support for young academics 
Photo counesy of Koleta Moore 
Grand Valley ' s School of Engineering helped 
support the Academic Team at C.A. Frost 
Environmental Science Academy in the state 
Academic Games Tournament recently. Paul 
Plotkowski, dean of engineering, is pictured 
with the Frost team. The competition has 
students working three or four levels above 
their current grade on math, theory and 
language problems. 
Film students get accurate scenes at CHS 
When Grand Valley film students need a set that resembles "Grey's Anatomy," they know to call Ron Perkins. 
Perkins is the learning resource center coordinator for the Kirkhof College of Nursing. He said he receives about four requests a year from students who 
want to film a hospital-like setting. Many of the labs at the Cook-De Vos Center for Health Sciences are designed with top-notch equipment to train nursing 
and health professions students. 
Film student Emily Parr worked on a Grand Valley Broadcasting Network show 
"Transfusion." A scene needed to be shot in a hospital room and she contacted Perkins, 
who was able to get her access to a CHS lab. 
"We had one request last year when we actually set up an ECG monitor attached to a 
simulator to show the patient/actor as having an irregular heartbeat," Perkins said. 
"We're happy to accommodate other students who need access to a medically accurate 
facility." He added that requests to shoot inside CHS labs are easier to grant in the latter 
half of the semester when students are in clinical settings. 
Students and others who want to videotape in campus buildings also need to fill out an 
online form, visit htt;p://www.gvsu.edu/nis and click on "videos." 
Photo courtesy of Emily Parr 
Film students shoot a scene for 'Transfusion,' a Grand VaJ ley Broadcasting Network show, 
in one oflhe CHS lab rooms. 
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GVFaces 
Hermann Kurthen 
Associate Professor of Sociology 
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Hermann Kurthen, associate professor of sociology, recently finished climbing the highest mountain in Europe: the volcano Elbrus, 18,510 feet, in 
the Caucausus mountain range near the Russian and Georgian border. 
This trip took him up to the top in eight hours and back down in six. He said the 14-hour endurance test was exhilarating. 
"It was a physical, mental and emotional test to the extreme," he said. "Your heart 
is pounding on and off. The most exciting part was being able to climb the 
mountain and make it back again safely." 
Kurthen has climbed mountains in many countries over the years, from Mexico in 
2003 to Equador in 2000, as well as Nepal, the Himalayas and the European Alps. 
"I am a little bit addicted to high mountain climbing," he said. "It's not new to me. 
It is probably the first time GVSU' s logo was displayed on this mountain." 
Kurthen met a group of climbers from a professional Alpine club, all who had 
certification to go on mountaineering trips. In a group of nine, he and one other 
Swiss climber were the only people without certification. 
"I contacted the organizer and asked ifl could participate," Kurthen said. "They 
asked me about my previous exploits. The fact was that I had climbed mountains 
of that height before, so they said OK." 
Hennann Kurthen 
Kurthen took many pictures, including one at the peak with the GVSU logo in his mitten-covered hands. Being on top of the world was like being in 
space, Kurthen said. 
"I tell my students I sometimes compare classes to climbing a mountain," he said. "It takes energy, strength, personal investment. It's not easy. In 
the beginning, before you see any rewards, you have to climb a lot. 
"I also say if they do not try, they wi ll not be satisfied, and they cannot prove to themselves they can make it." 
To follow your dreams, you have to be single-minded and focus on your objective, not letting petty fears get in the way, he added. 
"If you have all the equipment and preparation, it's all you can do," he said . "Put yourself into the safety of someone who knows, and everything 
else will fade away, including the fear." 
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What's Ahead 
Annual AP Open Forum set 
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The 15th annual AP Open Forum is scheduled for 11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m. on Wednesday, June 13, in the KirkhofCenter, Pere Marquette Room. 
President Thomas J. Haas, Provost Gayle R. Davis and all executive officers will be available to answer questions from administrative/professional 
staff members. In past years, questions have focused on staffing, leadership changes, university goals, long-range plans and other issues. 
Staff members who prefer questions to be asked by an AP Committee member, can submit questions in advance to their AP representative. 
Participants are encouraged to bring their lunches; beverages and cookies will be provided. 
Quilting workshops begin 
Quilters of all levels are welcome to participate in a workshop sponsored by Work Life Connections. 
GVSU Quilters, facilitated by Monica Johnstone, will be held Tuesday, June 12, from noon-I p.m. in Lake Superior Hall, room 287. The group will 
then meet on the second Tuesday of each month. 
Questions can be directed to Johnstone at xi 2495. RSVP by Friday, June 8, by sending an e-mail to Sue Sloop at sloops@gvsu.edu. 
Cross country offers day camp 
Grand Valley's cross country team is hosting a day camp from June 25-28 for sixth-I 2th grade students. 
Head coach Jerry Baltes said the camp gives young athletes an opportunity to get a jump start on summer training. Daily speakers will discuss 
nutrition, weight training and injury prevention. Morning and afternoon workouts are planned. 
Cost for the camp is $140 before June 18 and $160 after. For more information, contact Baltes at x 13360 or baltesj@gvsu.edu. 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
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Xuefeng Chu, assistant professor at the Annis Water Resources Institute, wrote an article, "IPTM-CS: A Windows-Based Integrated Pesticide 
Transport Model for a Canopy-Soil System," published in Environmental Modelling & Software. He also gave a presentation, "Hydrologic and 
Environmental Modeling," at the University of California-Davis. 
Maria Gajewski, researcher at the Johnson Center, gave a presentation, "Managing Upward: Partnering with Your Boss for Career Enhancement," 
at the Michigan Affordable Housing Conference. 
Bopi Biddanda, research scientist at the Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation, "Life in Lake Huron's Sinkholes," at the Thunder 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary in Alpena. 
Steve Goldberg, professor of accounting, co-wrote an article, "Global Acquisitions: A Seller's Market?" published in the Journal of Corporate 
Accounting & Finance. 
David Austin, professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, "Circle Packings from Pemose Tilings," at the 83rd annual meeting of the Michigan 
Section of the Mathematical Association of America and MichMATYC in Dearborn. 
Mathematics faculty members Steve Blair, Will Dickinson and Paul Yu gave a presentation, "The Use of Metaphor in Geometry: an Example 
Involving Curvature," at the 83rd annual meeting of the Michigan Section of the Mathematical Association of America and MichMATYC in 
Dearborn. 
Will Dickinson, associate professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, "The Right Right Triangle on the Sphere," at the 83rd annual meeting of 
the Michigan Section of the Mathematical Association of America and MichMATYC in Dearborn. 
Steve Schlicker, professor of mathematics, gave a presentation, "Numbers Simultaneously Polygonal and Centered Polygonal," at the 83rd annual 
meeting of the Michigan Section of the Mathematical Association of America and MichMATYC in Dearborn. 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies, co-edited a book, Religion and the American Presidency, published by 
Palgrave-Macmillan. 
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography and planning, chaired a session on African Development at the annual meeting of the Association of 
American Geographers in San Francisco. At the conference, he gave a presentation, "Change in Primary Agricultural Production and Processing in 
West Africa." 
Kathy Ransom, security manager for Pew Campus and Regional Centers, completed the Northwestern University Center for Public Safety 
Executive Management Program in East Lansing. 
John Taylor, associate professor of marketing, wrote an editorial, "Improve Roads or Detour State's Future," published in the Detroit Free Press. 
Gregg Dimkoff, professor of finance, wrote three articles for and co-edited the May edition of Absolute Advantage. 
Elaine Sterrett lsely, research associate at the Annis Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation, "Economic Valuation of Ecosystem Services 
in West Michigan," at the International Union of Biological Sciences' Scientific Symposium in Washington, D.C. Alan Steinman, director of 
A WRI, and Paul lsely, associate professor of economics, were co-authors. 
Nancy Mack, professor of mathematics, organized and chaired a meeting of Michigan educators from public and private universities and the 
Michigan Department of Education to develop documents that align the elementary and secondary mathematics Michigan Test for Teacher 
Certification with NCATE standards. 
Filiz Dogru, assistant professor of mathematics, gave a presentation at the Dynamics Ideas in Geometry, Topology and Number Theory Conference 
at Penn State University. 
David Moore, WGVU Radio producer/anchor, was recognized by Muskegon County for Outstanding Media Coverage of the Muskegon "Sobriety 
Court" program. 
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Mawby Fellowships allow faculty, students 
to conduct philanthropic studies 
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Faculty and students at Grand Valley will conduct applied research in philanthropy with the establishment of the Russell G. Mawby 
Fellowships at the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Leadership. 
Over the next five years, gifts totaling $150,000 will 
create the Mawby Fellowships in Philanthropic 
Studies. Each year it will allow one faculty member 
and two undergraduate students to be named as 
Mawby Fellows. They will be able to conduct 
research, present at professional meetings and publish 
findings for the benefit of the field. 
"We are very proud to be chosen as the recipient of 
this precedent-setting fellowship program," said 
Kathy Agard, executive director of the Johnson 
Center. "Russ Mawby is a giant in American 
philanthropy, and the Johnson Center is honored to be 
entrusted with this important piece of his 
philanthropic legacy." 
Mawby was honored at a luncheon ceremony June 6 
and Ken Gladish, distinguished professor of nonprofit 
studies and director of the Grantmaking School at the 
Johnson Center, was named as the first Mawby 
Faculty Fellow. 
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Ken Gladish, left, stands with Russ Mawby after a luncheon in the De Vos Center. Gladish was named the 
first Mawby Faculty Fellow. 
"Russ Mawby's wonderful and path-breaking gift will make a unique contribution to building a partnership between leading scholar 
practitioners and our best students at Grand Valley," Gladish said. "It will be an exciting adventure to be the first Mawby Faculty 
Fellow and to break new ground at the Johnson Center." 
Students on course with ethical recreation 
An unusual course at Grand Valley taught students to leave no trace that they were there. The Special Topics Natural Resources 
Management class, conducted by C. "Griff' Griffin, taught practices in ethical recreation before, during and after a recent two-day 
camping and hiking trip in the Manistee National Forest. 
Increasing recreational use of public lands takes a toll on both the biophysical 
resources and visitors seeking particular types ofrecreational experiences. The 
course focused on the principles and practices of recreating on public land and 
their scientific basis. Participants in the two-credit, highly compressed course can 
earn a certificate of completion from the national Leave No Trace program. 
Students learned the seven principles of ethical recreation, which range from 
minimizing surface impact of hiking and camping, to respecting wildlife, properly 
disposing of waste, and leaving what you find. 
Planning ahead is another principle built into the course with teaching exercises 
led by each student participant. For example, student Melissa Buzzard 
http://www.gvsu.edu/forum/index.cfm?useTemplate=false& 6/18/2007 
demonstrated how to hang a "bear bag" to keep the group's food and scented 
products, like bug spray, out of reach of wildlife overnight. Even the rock used to 
weight the rope was returned to the place it was found. 
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Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Left to right, student Dallas Goldberg, C. Griffin and student 
Justin Schneider work on assembling a tent, locating it the 
required 200 feet from a pond. 
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